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! Defined by a diverse set of stakeholders including technologists, policy makers, activists, and others at RightsCon
Brussels in 2016: “No more internet shutdowns! Let’s #KeepltOn,” Access Now, March 30, 2016,
https://www.accessnow.org/no-internet-shutdowns-lets-keepiton/.

2 The Myanmar Ministry of Transport and Communications (MoTC) directed all mobile phone operators in Myanmar,
to temporarily stop mobile internet traffic in nine townships in Rakhine and Chin States on June 21, 2019. As of
August 2020, 2G service has been restored but the restriction is to remain in place until October 31, 2020: “Continued
network restrictions in Myanmar from 1 August 2020,” Telenor Group, https://www.telenor.com/network-restrictions-
in-myanmar-1-august-2020/.

3 Internet shutdown in place since September 2019 was lifted after almost a year in late August 2020: Humayun Kabir
Bhuiyan and Syed Samiul, “Govt decides to restore 3G, 4G internet in Rohingya camps,” Dhaka Tribune, August 24,
2020 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2020/08/24/bangladesh-to-lift-rohingya-internet-ban-
very-soon.

4 “Three Years On: Rohingya Refugee Response Report 2020,” World Vision, August 22, 2020,
https://www.wvi.org/publications/annual-report/world-vision-rohingya-refugee-response/three-years-rohingya-
refugee.

510 interviews were conducted in Myanmar while 6 interviews were carried out in the Rohingya refugee camps in

Bangladesh.
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19 peacocks are a national symbol representing Myanmar identity. Cheesman, “How in Myanmar,” 461-483.

20 Cheesman, “How in Myanmar,” 461-483.
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28 “Myanmar’s Rakhine War Produces Grim Child Casualty Toll,” Radlio Free Asia, September 16, 2020,
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2 Radio Free Asia, “Myanmar’s Rakhine War.”

30 Press briefing note on Myanmar/Bangladesh - Rohingya,” Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, April 17, 2020,
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25804&LangID=E.

31 “Myanmar: Conflict between the Arakan Army and the Myanmar Military,” United Nations Office for the
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32 But in March 2019, Bangladesh announced it would no longer accept Rohingya fleeing Myanmar. “Bangladesh will
no longer take in Myanmar refugees,” BBC News, March 1, 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-47412704.
3 “Refugee Response in Bangladesh,” United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/myanmar_refugees.

34 Other camps include: Hakimpara, Jamtoli, Bagghona / Potibonia, Chakmarkul, Unchiprang, Shamlapur, Alikhali,
Leda, Nayapara RC and Jamudira.

35 “Impacts of the Rohingya Refugee Influx on Host Communities,” United Nations Development Programme,
November 2018,
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36 « JRP for Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis - Snapshot,” United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, March 23,
2018, https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/62873.

37 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, “JRP.”
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93 According to World Bank data, in 2017 49% of the global population was connected to the internet, and the
number was rising sharply year over year. “Individuals using the internet (% of population),” World Bank Group,

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.ZS.

% United Nations General Assembly, /nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, December 16, 1966, United

Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 999, p. 171, https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx, Article 19.

% United Nations Human Rights Council, Resolution adopted.

% United Nations Human Rights Committe, General comment No. 34.
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9 “UN experts concerned at surge in civilian casualties in northwest Myanmar after internet shutdown,” Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, February 18, 2020,
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133 For example, in the United States, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals found it to be a violation of the First
Amendment of the US Constitution, which protects Americans’ rights to free expression, when President Donald
Trump blocked other Twitter accounts from following his, since he used his account for official purposes.

https://knightcolumbia.org/documents/a07ecc2a26/2019.07.09 ECF-141-1 Opinion.pdf
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15 Bangladesh interview 5. This interviewee also told us a harrowing story, included in the Access to Healthcare
section, about his parents’ inability to reach him during an acute health crisis.
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